Planning Ahead…

A Funeral that 

reflects your wishes

First Baptist Church

1309 Bernard Ave,
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Kelowna, BC V1Y 6R5

INTRODUCTION

In most spheres of our life, preparation plays an important part.  Preparation for the arrival of a baby in a family is certainly a long and expensive one; likewise, the preparation for marriage.  When it comes to the question of dying and preparation for death, planning seems to be something that many families avoid.  It is unfortunate that, due to lack of preparation, a great deal of pain can be caused in the immediate family because mistakes are made with regard to the format of the funeral services. Very often, the wishes of the deceased are unknown or not taken into consideration.
The objective of this information is to highlight some of the important matters so that, in times of grief, the bereaved can be spared additional confusion and pain. In recent years, many publications such as “The High Cost of Dying,” have served to highlight the cost of funeral arrangements and to suggest alternatives to those whose financial resources are somewhat limited.
Many Christians feel that there is no need to spend large sums of money on elaborate funeral arrangements, providing they are dignified and within the ethnic cultural standards expected.
Despite the fact that more people are becoming aware of what should be done in the event of a death in the family, when this does, in fact, take place, few of us are as prepared as we thought we were.  This information is an attempt to help in that preparation.  

WHEN DEATH OCCURS AT HOME

In many cases, the death of a family member or friend comes after a period of prolonged illness when the physician has been in regular attendance. Plans may be arranged prior to death, to determine who health officials want the family to contact.

When an unexpected death occurs, Emergency 911 should be called immediately. 

NUMBERS TO CALL

In the event of a death (AT HOME - WHETHER EXPECTED OR UNEXPECTED), a phone call should be made to:

In the event of a death (IN HOSPITAL OR CARE FACILTY - WHETHER EXPECTED OR UNEXPECTED), a phone call should be made to:

(see list in back of pamplet)
-Immediate Family Members
-Pastor or Elder
-Small Group Leader
-Neighbours

-Other Business contacts

When an individual dies at a Care Facility, the attending physician will sign a release form so the body can be moved to a Funeral Home.  The family will need to decide which Funeral Home they wish to be involved with and this decision is best made prior to the death. 

DEATH WHEN TRAVELLING
It is important for those travelling away from home and outside of Canada, to ensure that they are adequately insured should such a tragedy occur. Most insurance companies issue policies which cover such eventualities.  It is advisable that all persons travelling on any holiday taking them away from their “home territory”, leave instructions, insurance or make arrangements for the return of their body.  If such a tragedy occurs, this can be a very traumatic time for the family. Planning in advance can help ease the difficulty.
Funeral Services

 A Christian Funeral Service is a gathering of family and friends to mourn, grieve and celebrate the life of a loved one who has died.  The Service itself is an affirmation for those gathered of the Hope that we share in Christ.

 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 1Peter 1:3

While the Funeral Service is ultimately for family and friends who continue to live, the Funeral Service must reflect the wishes of the loved on who has died.  A planning guide is an effective way of assuring that all your wishes are fulfilled. This planning guide should reflect the same wishes as outlined in the Last Will and Testament of the deceased loved one.
There are many acceptable ways to plan a Funeral Service. Some possible options are listed below:

(Funeral & Memorial) A traditional Funeral service is conducted when a casket and body are present in the service.  A Memorial service is the same kind of service except that the body of the loved one is not present.  This may be the result of cremation, unrecovered remains or the graveside service may have been held prior to the service.  All of these options are acceptableand should be in accordance with the Last Will and Testament and wishes of the family.
1. A Public Service. This is a service where family and friends are invited to an open service held either in a Funeral Chapel or in a Church followed (or preceded) by a service at the graveside. 

A variation of this is if the loved one is cremated with the remains to be interred at a later time. The service can be followed by a luncheon or refreshments. 

Or, the family may choose to have the interment at an earlier time, preceding the funeral service.  This may be a private or public event, according to the family’s wishes.

It is important that the funeral reflect the wishes of the deceased loved one and the family.  

2. A Private Service. The service at the Funeral Chapel as well as at the graveside, is restricted to immediate family members and those personally invited.

THE SERVICE ITSELF
Ideally the service should be pre-planned with a Pastor, allowing thoughtful consideration to be given before adding the grief and anxiety of the passing of the loved one.

Every service is likely to be different but should reflect the life of the loved one, and the circumstances leading up to their death.  

Many individuals may want the service to include elements that were meaningful to the loved one and the family.  Consideration should be given to what can be done “well”.  If the goal is to sing a number of Congregational Songs or musical selections, it is important to consider whether there are sufficient numbers of people at the service who are able to sing and to sing the type of music chosen.  Other options may be, using quality sound tracks that people can listen to or even sing along to, a soloist, or the Pastor reading a Congregational Song while a musician plays music.  

Most often, the Funeral Home will provide a service bulletin as part of their service.

Including the loved ones historical information as a handout or insert in a bulletin is helpful for those who attend the funeral service.  Information that can be included is: Birth, date, location early life; Education, schools, achievements, certificates, degrees; Family, parents, brother(s), sister(s), location; Relationships, marriage, date, children; Commitments, faith, church, societies.
TYPICAL ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome  & Scripture 

Introduction

Prayer – 

Congregational Song - 

Scripture Reading –  

Eulogy (tribute)–  or Reading of History
Congregational Song –  

Scripture Reading –  

Special Music –  
Eulogy (tribute)–  

Congregational Song –  

Eulogy (tribute)–  

Scriptural Thoughts - Pastor
Congregational Song –  

Photo Memorial of  __________________________  
Thoughts from Friends and Family – (possible open microphone – this may be acceptable in some cases, otherwise an open microphone may be held during the during the tea/reception).
Benediction

Possible MUSICAL Suggestions:

The Old Rugged Cross

Amazing Grace

What a Friend we have in Jesus

Abide with Me
My Faith Looks up to Thee

A Mighty Fortress is our God

O God our Help in Ages Past

O Love that will not let me Go

What a Friend we have in Jesus
To God be the Glory

Blessed Assurance

It is Well with My Soul

I Know that my redeemer liveth

Be Still my soul

Mighty To Save     

How Great Is Our God 

Blessed Be Your Name  

Here I Am To Worship 

Everlasting God 

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

Open The Eyes Of My Heart 

Your Grace Is Enough 

Jesus Messiah 

Holy Is The Lord 

Shout To The Lord 

Forever 

You Are My King 

Come Now Is The Time To Worship 

Revelation 

In Christ Alone 

Lord I Lift Your Name On High 

Hosanna (Praise Is Rising) 

God Of Wonders 

We Fall Down 

Beautiful One 

From The Inside Out 

The Heart Of Worship 

You Are My All In All

Days Of Elijah  

Possible Scriptural Suggestions:

Psalm 103:13-17

Psalm 121

Psalm 130

Matthew 1:25-30

John 11:21-26

John 14:1-6

Romans 8:11-18, 28, 35-39

1 Corinthians 15

2 Corinthians 4:10-16

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Revelation 7

Revelation 21

Revelation 22

FUNERALS AND PAYMENTS

Pre-payment and pre-arrangements of funeral services has the advantage of ensuring that everything is settled in advance, thereby avoiding possible price increases.  Careful thought should be given before any agreement is signed. 

Problems are sometimes caused when people move for from the locality after pre-payment is made and discover that their funeral arrangements and plots are non-transferable.  

Avoid hasty decisions and do not be pressured into making a financial decision about which you are unsure.

Even in death, being a wise consumer is a good choice.

Approximate costs of Funeral Home Services
Full Services, Facilities and Vehicles

Cost of complete service: (est.)    $5,000 and up
(Use of funeral chapel, cars, cards, newspaper, obituary, flowers, reception or tea following, vehicles, etc)
Cost of minimal service in Church: $2,000 and up

(Use of Church for service without Funeral Home support.  This is only with urn present and no interment service)

Cost of Graveside Service: (est.)   $2,000 and up

In both Services, the casket or urn is usually extra and the cost can vary greatly.

Whatever you choose, as in all business transactions, please take the time to have full written disclosure and costs explained fully so you understand.  Do not hesitate to ask questions, as one funeral home brochure states, 

“The cost to arrange a funeral or cremation service can vary considerably from place to place.  You should be careful to choose a funeral home that presents its prices clearly and simply.  The Federal Trade Commission requires that you be presented with a copy of the funeral establishment’s General Price List (GPL) on which all prices for the products and services by the funeral home should be listed.”
Considerations regarding donations.
Very often, in funeral brochures, you will find notices such as, “in lieu of flowers, please make donations to __________________ “, denoting some health organization or non-profit organization. 

Please be aware that it is appropriate and important to also remember “the local church” in these kinds of donations.  You or your loved ones may have spent their life ministering, serving and being ministered to by the local church, so it is appropriate to make provisions in your estate for the local church and also to encourage others to make donations to support the local church which  has been important to you or your loved one throughout life.

There are many significant ministries of the local church which can be discussed with the Pastor or Elders.  Giving to these ministries is a way of leaving a tangible legacy amongst the people with whom you or your loved one has served or to the next generation. This is one of the significant ways we can express our stewardship of a portion of the resources God has blessed us with.

Many times, if you do not plan ahead to donate to the local church, family members are left trying to decide which charity has a noble cause to which donations should go to.  The result is often a donation is given to an organization that may or may not reflect the deeply held beliefs and concerns of the deceased.

It is also an important consideration in estate planning to consider the local church and make use of the tax benefits available to offset capital gains and other tax implications often found in estates.  

Please be aware there is no need to include an honourarium for Pastoral services.  This is considered to be a part of the ongoing ministry of the church. HOWEVER, it is entirely appropriate to make a donation to the church for the use of the church facilities for a funeral (memorial) service and reception. A donation of $300 may be a minimum amount to consider for such an occasion. The cost of food or supplies would be in addition to the use of the building.

Funeral Service Planning for:

Name ………………………………………………………………

Pastor …………..…………………………………………………

Scriptures: 1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

          3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

Congregational Songs: 

1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

Special Music: 

1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

Eulogy (tribute) by: 

1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

Executor / Executrix ……………………..………….………

Contact  Number …………………………..………….………

Funeral Home ………………………………….………..……..

Contact  Number …………………………..………….………

Memorial Donations to:  

1. In lieu of flowers, donations made should be forwarded to the ministries of First Baptist Church, Kelowna.  _______Yes    _____ No    

Special Ministry of the church, if desired ________________________________

(and/or) 2.  In lieu of flowers, please forward donations to _________________________

    _________________________.  _____Yes   _____No

Please record further considerations on the back of this page.

(Please return to the Church Office)

People to Phone:

IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS
1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

5.………………………………………….  6.…………………………………………. 

7.………………………………………….  8.………………………………………….  

PASTOR or CHURCH ELDER

1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

SMALL GROUP LEADER OR MEMBERS
1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

NEIGHBOURS

1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

OTHER BUSINESS CONTACTS
1.………………………………………….  2.…………………………………………. 

3.………………………………………….  4.………………………………………….  

(Please keep for your files)
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